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Newsletter #151: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello! I hope everyone is being safe and trying to do their part to social distance. I want 
to introduce something new to my customers. This is truly a test and it may not work 
very well but I won’t know unless I try it! I want to see if something like this might be a 
safe alternative to viewing at coin shows. 


Set an appointment with Shanna Schmidt 

I’ve been considering how difficult it will be for collectors to go to coin shows or dealers 
like me to show their inventory in the foreseeable future. This is a real issue even when 
shops start to slowly reopen. Consider the nature of viewing coins. We hold them close 
to our faces with loupes. We hang over a display case and impede on the personal space 
of others. It is simply the way we view coins. Therefore, even when we start to go back 
we will clearly have an issue with large events. 

Knowing this, I started to think about how I might be able to “connect” with my 
customers while still maintaining social distancing. Like a lot of people, I’ve started 
using Zoom to talk with my friends and family. Why not use this to show and discuss 
coins? No, one can’t hold the coin but if there exists a relaxed agreement that should the 
coin not hold up once the customer receives it they can return without penalty (maybe 
minus the shipping costs to be fair to the dealer) then it shouldn’t be an issue. If this 
works then even large trade shows could set up a virtual booth. For example, the 
customer could click on a virtual map of the bourse floor. Let’s say they want to see 
something at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. They could click on my table icon and 
either get information on making an appointment for a Zoom session or get an invite 
from me to enter a live Zoom meeting that I could hold over the course of a day. These 
are all ideas and not fully fleshed out. My point is that if we really want to do business it 
will be possible just as it is with any other business. 

So I would like to offer times in the coming week to plan a visit with anyone interested. 
Just email me at shanna@shannaschmidt.com . Once I get your email we can confirm 


https://mailchi.mp/76c0c688881d/whats-new-at-shanna-schmidt-numismatics-inc-1533750... 4/23/2020 











What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Page 2 of 5 


what you are interested in seeing and what date and time would work. I could then 
prepare to assemble a group of pieces to discuss and show. Obviously there is no 
commitment to buy. I’m happy to just test this out and chat with some of you. If you do 
want to buy something then great but it is not the important thing for this test. 


Now onto upcoming auctions! 


Naville Auction 57 (closes April 26) 

There are 716 lots in this upcoming auction. I noticed less Dattari collection coins but 
another nice collection of Alexandrian coins. Starting at the beginning of the sale, lot 7 
is an interesting bronze with a reverse of an arm holding a palm branch. This might be 
the first time I saw this type where an arm is the main imagery on the flan. I also have 
one of a bent leg in my inventory (an electrum coin). I find these coins incredibly 
interesting and wonder why the die engraver was tasked to create such an image. 

There is a small, but interesting collection of Aes Grave and Greek bronzes from the 
Tony Hardy collection. This collection appears to be mainly purchased in the early 
2000’s. Lot 43 is a beautiful Thurium distater from a 2003 UBS sale. Lot 317 is a 
fantastic Alexandrian bronze coin of Antoninus Pius. The reverse is spectacular with 
fantastic imagery. Lot 353 and 354 are two Alexandrian bronzes of Gallienus which 
feature some unusual and beautiful reverse types. Lot 370 is a bronze of Maximianus 
Herculius which is from a 2009 NAC auction. 

I typically participate in these sales so please get in touch if you need any help. 


CNG Special Auction 114 (13-14 May) 

This auction was supposed to be CNG’s first live auction in their home state of 
Pennsylvania. It was to take place over two days (13-14 May). They haven’t yet officially 
changed the venue but the likelihood is that this will be an inhouse virtual live auction 
as Roma, Kiinker and others have done. My plan was to attend the Swiss NAC auction 
and then fly back to Pennsylvania to attend this auction in person. Obviously plans 
change and we need to adapt. I will be participating and representing clients in this 
auction. There are major benefits to using my services during this auction so please get 
in touch if you want help. I certainly would appreciate the business. 

Start to check out the auction on the CNG website. Here is a link to it: 

https://auctions.cngcoins.com/auctions/ 4 -QOBMK/cng-feature-auction-ii 4 


Chris Rudd - John Follows Collection, part II (14 May) 

This is the second part of the John Follows Celtic gold collection. The sale is only 48 
coins but there are some nice rarities available. I read an informative article written by 
the collector himself from the March 2020 Coin News. If anyone wants to read it just let 
me know and I will email it to you. I love lot 16 with the reverse of a gorgon head. Many 
of these coins came into the market through the PAS (portable antiquities scheme) thus 
through metal detectorists. What I like about the PAS is that all coins found are 
inventoried and offered first to local museums. 
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Updates to Shows and Auctions 


Swiss Auctions (May 2020) 

At this moment there is not additional information on if and when the Swiss sales of 
NAC and Nomos will take place. The Leu Numismatik auction is planned for October 
right now. I will inform once I get concrete information on when NAC and Nomos will 
take place. 


Whitman Coin Expo Baltimore Show (June 18-20, 2020) 

Today participants of the Whitman Expo shows received word that the Whitman show 
will be cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Unfortunately having a trade show 
right now is close to impossible for our industry as it means large groups of people 
gathering. Lori Kraft, the general manager of the Whitman show, said in the news 
release that the next Whitman show (scheduled for November 12-14, 2020) should be 
an exciting event to look forward to. 


ANA WFOM in Pittsburgh (August 2020) 

I am one of seven people on the conventions committee for the ANA. At the moment we 
are in a holding pattern waiting to see how the state of Pennsylvania reacts to 
businesses reopening and life resuming as "normal". Anyone that knows me can pretty 
much rely on the fact that I will put customers and dealers health before business. I 
want to get back to the shows as much as anyone else but we have to be sensible about 
how the virus spreads and large events may just have to be temporarily halted. This 
isn't forever I promise. The ANA should be making a decision soon on the WFOM but in 

my mind it will be a long shot that the show will take place, (disclaimer.this is just my 

opinion and not necessarily the recommendation of the committee). 


Coin of the Week 

IMPERATORIAL. Julius Caesar. Illyrian mint, possibly Apollonia, 48 BC 

AR Denarius, 4.oog (18mm, 7h). Head of dementia (?) right / Trophy with Gallic arms; 
below, CAESAR 

Pedigree: From the E. E. Clain - Stefanelli Collection, NAC 92 (Part 1), Zurich 2016, lot 381 
Price: $2,100 

References: Bab. 26; BMC 3955 ; Crawf. 452/2; Sear 11; Syd. 1009 

Grade: Some deeper scratches on flan in front of face, otherwise, nice iridescence and 
wonderfully struck. Reverse is slightly off-center. EF 

rri058 
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Buy Coin 


This coin memorializes the triumph of Julius Caesar’s army over the Gauls. The area of 
Gaul, mostly modern day France and Belgium, were under the control of various Gaulish 
tribes. One theory as to why the conflicts occurred was that the Gauls were overtaking 
more and more of the area, slowly infringing on the borders of the Roman territory. The 
other theory is that Caesar, who was proconsul at the time, had accumulated 
tremendous debt and meant to plunder some of the area to alleviate his financial 
burden. Whatever the reason, the war with the Gauls was Caesar’s biggest military 
victory and helped to pave the way for his rise in power. One of the more memorable 
figures from the Gallic Wars was Vercingetorix, the king and chieftain of the Avernii 
tribe, who has been portrayed in films and TV in popular culture 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-repuclic/imperatorial-julius-caesar- 

illyrian-mint-possibly-apollonia-48-bc?rq=rri058 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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